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At Blue Mountains Youth Council, we are passionate about preserving and improving the world, country and community. Perhaps the most pressing issue facing the Blue Mountains is climate change, which will inevitably affect our food, water and energy resources. To minimise the damage caused by climate change, Youth Council proposes an improved public transport network. 
Sustainable, practical measures in regards to our transport system would also have discernible economic advantages and lessening of our carbon footprint. 
The Blue Mountains has a higher than average emissions footprint in comparison to NSW and Australia. 
	
	GGE (tonnes)
	Eco-footprint (Hectares)

	Blue Mountains
	19.71
	6.42

	NSW (average)
	19.31
	6.33

	Aust (average)
	18.9
	6.4


On average, a household in the Blue Mountains owns at least one car with 36.4% of households owning 2 cars, 13.3% of householders own 3 or more cars and only 9.8% of households do not own a vehicle. The percentage of households with two cars (36.4%) continues to rise and is now only slightly less than households with one vehicle (40.4%). 

Despite a population decline of 606 residents in the Blue Mountains LGA during the last Census period (2001 to 2006), the number of registered vehicles increased by 563. The previous Census period (1996 to 2001) saw an increase of 1,530 vehicles. These results may be indicative of many factors, one of which may be a growing public awareness of the impact of vehicles on health and the environment.  

41.7% of residents commute to work locations outside of the LGA which may in part account for our reliance on cars. Over 57% of commuters drive to/from work and 7.3% take the train. In the Blue Mountains, 5.8% of our residents work from home and over 3% of commuters walk or cycle to work. 

The Transport and Population Data Centre (TPDC) report that on an average weekday Blue Mountains residents undertake 318,000 trips, which equate to about 4,070,000 kilometres. So, an average resident will take 4.2 trips and travel 52.66 kilometres on an average weekday. In comparison, the average for the Sydney Greater Metropolitan (GMR) resident will take 3.83 trips and travel 36.40 kilometres.

“Transport in the Blue Mountains”, http://www.sustainablebluemountains.net.au/our-actions/local-sustainability-action/transport-in-the-blue-mountains/?h=public, 2008

In consideration of these statistics, Youth Council believes that improving public transport is a priority.
Lengthy discussion amongst Youth Councillors has highlighted the following concerns in regards to transport:

· Safety on trains. Many young people feel uncomfortable travelling alone on trains. Addressing this fear and promoting this will make the public aware that safety on trains is not an issue that they need be concerned about. One suggestion put forth is to have one security guard each posted at Penrith, Springwood and Katoomba so they can be on call.  A consensus was reached that this was a practical solution to the problem of safety.
· To make public transport more convenient by changing routes to suit demand and increasing the regularity and reliability of bus services
· Making buses more accessible by decreasing concession prices.

· Congestion – increasing the use of public transport through investment in buses, trains and cycling lanes will decrease congestion, particularly during peak hours in towns such as Springwood and Lawson.
· Decreasing the reliance on fossil fuel reserves, particularly oil in the immediate sense. Trains have the potential to run on renewable energy so they can reduce our dependence on fossil fuels in the future. 
